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BACKGROUND

WHAT

* Identify if performance differences exist with a roster
structured with 7 defensemen rather than the traditional 6

How
» Analyze Tampa Bay Lightning game data from 2013-2016

WHY

* Determine if a measurable advantage is obtained when
implementing a roster structure with 7 defensemen
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OUTLINE

» 293 total games
(2013-16)

. 92 (7TD) & 201 (6D) 1D GAMES DISTRIBUTION

REGULAR (7D) PLayores (7D)
13-14 82 (41) 4 (2) 86 (43)
AREAS OF FOCUS:
. . . 14-15 82 (0) 26 (14) 108 (14)
« Relation to Injuries
« TOI distribution 15-16 82 (29) 17(10) 99 (35)
* Team stats ToTALS 246 (66) 47 (26) 293 (92)

* Defensemen stats

* Top 6 Forward stats
« Zone Entries

- Passing Project stats
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INTURIES
(2013-14)
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INTURIES
(2015-16)
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DEFENSE
TOI

STATISTIC eD 7D

Upper

Whisker 23.60 23.73
Upper 17.42 16.05
Hinge

Median 15.35 13.50
Lower 13.25 10.66
Hinge

Lower s
Whisker | o i)
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TOP SIX
FORWARDS
TOI

TATISTIC eD 7D
Upper

Whisker 21.55 70.94
Upper 14.16 14.96
Hinge

Median 11.64 12.72
Lower 9.07 9.55
Hinge

Lower o

Whisker | =X 235
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OVERALL
'TEAM
STATISTICS

EECONSIDERING THE LINEUP:
l 1 OPTIMAL QUANTITY OF DEFENSEMEN

STATISTIC

oD

P-VALUE

/D




STATISTIC

TOP SIX
FORWARDS

DEFENS.
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STATISTIC

TOP SIX
FORWARDS
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ZONE ENTRIES
(2013-14) 5V5 Entry%

50.89%

STATISTIC 6D

/D
47

PASSING
(2015-16)
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ZONE ENTRIES
(2013-14)

PASSING
(2015-16)
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STATISTIC

5V5 Entry%

Carry-in%

Shots per
entry

OPP Carry-in%
OPP Shots per
entry

STATISTIC

P-VALUE

6D /D
0.4133
0.00001426
“ 0.00275
0.3423




FUTURE EXPLORATION

*Ideas for future exploration include:
* The factor of fatigue
» Additional injury analysis
* Individual player analysis
* Further zone entry and exit analysis
* Other forms of tracking data

* Informative models
* Predictive models
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CONCLUSION

* The potential competitive advantage of the 7D roster
structure should hold much intrigue and appeal for
hockey management of all levels

* Many potential applications and complements exist
for the 7D strategy
* Current trend of more mobile defensemen
* Injury situations

* Much more...
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